
If a parent does not want to make any formal designation for the care of
their child, they should still consider making an informal arrangement with
someone (“caregiver”) who will be able and willing to care for the child in the
event of the parent’s arrest and deportation. This caregiver should be
someone the parent and child know well and trust.
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Everyone’s situation is different. Remember that what might work for one family
may not work for another family. When deciding whether to make official or
unofficial arrangements, consider the following. 

Have no court involvement.

Do NOT give the Caregiver rights to make medical or
educational decisions, among others things.

Do NOT require signature or involvement of second Parent.

Allow Parents to retain ALL rights. 

Give the Caregiver no official documentation showing their
authority to care for the Child. 

Are Unofficial Arrangements Right for Me?

Keep in mind: If a conflict arises about who has authority to care for
the Child, the Caregiver has no legal power to keep physical
custody.

This communication is for the general education and knowledge of our readers. Because all legal
problems involve their own specific set of facts, this informational resource is not and should not be
used as a substitute for independent legal advice. This informational resource also is not intended to
create, and its receipt does not constitute, an attorney-client relationship. Please contact competent,
independent legal counsel for an assessment of your particular legal concerns, or contact our Legal

Hotline (212.626.7383 or https://www.citybarjusticecenter.org/legal-hotline/) to determine whether
you qualify for assistance from the City Bar Justice Center. 


