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HOW TO GET YOUR CITY-ISSUED ID (IDNYC):
LEGAL PROTECTIONS AND PERKS

A legal information resource by the Legal Clinic for the Homeless

If you have lived in one of the five boroughs (Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens,
and Staten Island) for a minimum of fifteen (15) days, you are eligible to get an IDNYC,
an identification card issued by New York City. Anyone ages 14 and up are eligible to
apply, and children ages 10 to 13 are eligible to apply with a caretaker present. Your
immigration status does not affect your eligibility. You will need to prove your identity
and New York City residency.

Legal Benefits and Protections of IDNYC

e Serves as proof of identity for NYPD interactions

e Accepted by City agencies that provide benefits and services like SNAP, cash
assistance, and Section 8

e Employers can use it alongside proof of work authorization to secure a job

e Can be presented to enter public buildings, like schools and public offices

e Canserve as afirst photo ID for children

Cultural Benefits of IDNYC

IDNYC cardholders also have access to cultural, health, and social benefits for FREE or at
discounted rates.

e IDNYC serves as a library card in the Brooklyn, New York, and Queens Public Library
branches.

* Prescription drug discounts

¢ Entertainment discounts at venues around the city

e Health and fitness discounts for Citi Bike, YMCA, and NYC Parks Recreation Center
memberships

¢ Discounts on adoption fees with the Animal Care Centers of New York

e Free one-year memberships to many places, including:

o All city zoos, including the Bronx Zoo and the Central Park Zoo

o American Museum of Natural History

o Brooklyn Children’s Museum

o Metropolitan Museum of Art

o Museum of Modern Art

Queens Museum
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https://www.nyc.gov/assets/idnyc/downloads/pdf/cardholder-benefits-guide-brc-971-mlf.pdf

How to Apply for IDNYC

1.First, ensure that you have all the required documentation needed to apply which can
found in this IDNYC Applicant Document Guide (English | Espafiol | Francais). It’s
available in 33 different languages available here.
2.Search “IDNYC” or visit https://www.nyc.gov/site/idnyc/index.page.
3.Click “Apply.”
4.Click “Make An Appointment,” and then click “Make an Appointment” again.
5.*NOTE*: Appointments open every Friday morning for the following Monday through
Friday. If you look on a different day of the week, appointments will likely not be
available.
6.Under “Select a date,” click on an available date.
7.Select the borough where you would like to have your appointment. NOTE: If you are
able to travel, selecting “All” or multiple boroughs will give you more options for
appointments, which can be limited at times.
8.Select the time of day that is best for you: Morning, Afternoon, or Evening. The hours
of each center vary, but no centers open before 8:30am, and the latest any center is
open is 6:00pm.
9.Under “Select an enrollment center,” choose the center you prefer.
10.Click “Next.”
11.If no appointments are available, consider changing your selected Date, Time,
Borough(s), and Center. If appointment slots appear, click on the one you want.
12.Complete the form by typing your first name, last name(s), phone number, e-mail
address, language preference, and any special requests, and then click “Submit.”

Preparing For Your Appointment

¢ Check your email for appointment confirmation

e Gather your required documents for your Proof of Identity and Proof of Residency

e |f possible, complete the paper application in advance, print it, and bring it with your
required documents (applications available here)

NEED LEGAL HELP?

@ Apply for legal help here: www.tinyurl.com/cbjchelp
O 212-626-7383

This communication is for the general education and knowledge of our readers. Because all legal problems involve their own specific

set of facts, this informational resource is not and should not be used as a substitute for independent legal advice. This
informational resource also is not intended to create, and its receipt does not constitute, an attorney-client relationship. Please
contact competent, independent legal counsel for an assessment of your particular legal concerns, or contact us (using the
information above) to determine whether you qualify for assistance from the City Bar Justice Center.
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https://cbjcoi.legalserver.org/modules/matter/extern_intake.php?pid=126&h=305b29&state_uuid=8cac0a84-7f77-11ef-8ef4-0e887f6053d2&f=366&d_id=1
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/idnyc/downloads/2018-pdfs/document-guides/idnyc_applicant_document_guide.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/idnyc/downloads/2016-pdfs/Spanish_Applicant_Document_Guide_06.16.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/idnyc/downloads/pdf/applicant-document-guides/french-idnyc-applicant-document-guide.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/site/idnyc/card/application-materials.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/idnyc/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/idnyc/card/application-materials.page

